Childhood and Early Life

attire of a Sanyasi. Recognising the voice and looking at him he
could identify the person as his boy-hood friend Sitaramaraju -
It was a pleasant surprise to him. He embraced Raju and en-
quired why he donned the saffron clothes of a Sanyasi. Raju
told him that he already expressed his desire to him in their child-
hood that he would be a Sanyasi and he was true to his word.
Annapoornaiah had vibrations which made him feel that he was
in the presence of a great man. He expressed his respect, changed
his style of speaking and henceforth began to address him as
"sir1 and requested him to accompany him to Kakinada - The
Sanyasi said that it was not possible. Annapoornaiah expressed
his desire to know the future programme of his friend and where
he was going. Raju informed him that his life was dedicated to
the service of the people and the country as he told him in his
child hood. Annapoornaiah further enquired whether he thought
of joining Annie Besant's Home Rule movement. Raju abruptly
terminated the conversation and went away after speaking his
last words "you will hear about me in due course!
"Tell me who are your friends. I will tell you what kind of
character you have" so goes the old maxim. Judged from this
standard we find that Madduri. Annapoornaiah and Alluri
Sitaramaraju shared more or less the same tastes and tempera-
ments. Both of them loved independence. Both of them were
imbued with idealism. Both of them were men of action. But
their paths diverged. The former chose the path of non-violence
and the latter opted for violence. The former wanted to be a law-
yer and the latter opted for the role of a revolutionary. The former
took some time to reach his decision. The latter sprang into in-
stant action. Because of Raju's towering personality and supreme
scorn for British imperialism he made the greatest sacrifice in
history. Madduri too sacrificed for his country though on a mi-
nor scale. They are twin incomparables!